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“Welcome Party Writeup”

The Rikko Kaikan welcome party occurred on September 14, 2019, Both Japanese and
international students enjoyed an assortment of pizza, fried potatoes, fried chicken, and sushi.
The Rikke Kaikan staff and caretakers introduced themselves and their children to the
attendants, and the party began. Among the residents of Rikko Kaikan were the Musashi
cheerleaders and the Ouendan, who intermingled among the guests. After a while of
socializing and making new friends, the Ouendan were called to the stage, where they began
their spirited performance, accompanied by a large bass drum. After their performance, the
Musashi cheerleaders took the stage, where they performed their carefully choreographed
routine. When the applause died down, both the cheerleaders and the Quendan joined
together with the crowd to sing the Musashi school anthem. They encouraged the crowd—
students and staff alike—to join in, After a final round of applause, the performers tool their
final bows and left the stage. For a while, guests intermingled until the next activity was
announced,

When guests initially arrived, everyone was handed a five yen coin on a string to wear
around their neck—the purpose a surprise. However, towards the end of the party, the staff
announced that a game of "rock, paper, scissors,” or “janken,” would be played. At first,
participants were nervous to begin playing, but when the music started, everyone soon joined
in on the fun. Guests began laughing, dancing to the music, and overall enjoyed themselves
until the victor was decided—both times, two small, endearing children. At the end of the
party, guests were allowed to take the leftover food and drinks back to their rooms and with
full stomachs and full hearts, the party was over. While T was at the party, I heard many
people meeting and making plans to spend time together. This event allowed strangers to
come together, and leave as friends.

Holly Thompson (FEKZE - 7 AU H)
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On Sunday November 24th a cadre of Rikko Kaikan residents, along with a few others
went on an annual bus trip outside of the comforts of Nerima. This particular trip was to
Odawara and Hakone, which are about an hour and a half away. We gathered at 7:30 in
the morning and promptly left at 8 o'cleck. The bus ride was steady and without delay
and we arrived at our destination in an expedient manner. We did stop once along the
way at a rest stop to use the necessary accommodations. We arrived in Odawara around
9:30 am on what was a surprisingly sunny and warm day. We had a guided tour of the
castle grounds before arriving at the main complex with its towering palisades, slanted
roofs and stark white color that reflected the warm sunlight. We were able to ascend to
the top of the castle and view the mountainous landscape. An hour and a half there and
we were off again towards Hakone. Stopping for lunch we were treated to a buffet at a
lavish hotel with a myriad of great food items. After summarily devouring our meals we
set of again up the snaking mountain roads that offered splendid views of the sloping
mountains wet with dew from the condensation and the frigid mountain air. We arrived at
the Hakone checkpoint, known for being a stop for any travelers making their way to Edo.
It was covered in a thick blanket of fog, obscuring most of the scenery. The unfortunately
this dashed our hopes of attending the scheduled cruise or seeing Mount Fuji. We still
made good use of our time there and overall it was a busy and eventful day. T would
recommend going for yourself and seeing all that Odawara and Halone have to offer.

Tan McGuiak (FURERE: - T A Y A1)
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On October 19th, I had a really good time participating in the tea ceremony held by Rikkokai. As an exchange student
studying in Tokyo, I'm always looking for opportunities to get immersed in the local culture and interact with local people. And
this tea ceremony definitely lived up to all my expectations.

Assisted by a group of considerate local university students, we were taught how the ceremony should be held according to
traditional Japanese etiquette. We first tried the tasty Japanese sweet, which then followed the matcha served by the students,
We were also taught how to make matcha by ourselves. Learning to say “Osakini” and whether to turn the bowl clockwise or
anti-clockwise at different times, we had a good time getting well into the wonderful Japanese tea culture.

After the ceremony, we chatted with the local students and got to know each other better, They told us how the Japanese tea
culture developed and evolved, from which we got a lot of knowledge we'd never have known. We also introduced our own
countries' culture, talking about the interesting experiences we had in Tokyo.

Overall, the tea ceremony was really well organized and offered us a great chance to know about Japanese culture. I'd like to
extend my gratitude to Rilckokai and all the volunteer students to make this wonderful event possible. Thank you!

Lei Chenyong (FfREAKZE - HE)
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